
Putting effectiveness again at the centre of 
development cooperation 

 

On 23 November, Tomas Tobé, Chair of the Development Committee (DEVE) and 

rapporteur, presented the report “Improving development effectiveness and 
efficiency of aid” at the EP plenary. 

Better coordination at EU level 

The DEVE Chair opened his intervention recalling that he made the effectiveness and efficiency 

of aid his personal priority from the moment he became Chair of the Committee on 
Development.  “This report is a wake-up call to put effectiveness again at the centre of 

development cooperation”, he said. 

The report underlines the opportunities connected with a recommitment to making EU 
development cooperation more aligned with the principles of development effectiveness and by 

committing to increased coordination and joint implementation with EU Member States, with 

other agencies, donors and with the priorities of aid recipient countries.  

Improve effectiveness 

In her intervention, Commissioner Mairead McGuinness referred to the Sustainable 
Development Goals and to the resource gap that will grow with the impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic. “We need to be more determined than ever to ensure that development is effective, 
and that we have development effectiveness. This is about delivering more and delivering 

better”, she said. 

The report draws  attention to a study published in May 2019, which points to a deteriorated 
performance of the EU and Member States (MS) in terms of alignment on effective 

development cooperation practices.   

Team Europe to deliver 

This report makes clear and practical recommendations to the Commission and to the Member 

States. “We want Team Europe to become an everyday reality of our work with developing 
countries. For this, we want to see a drastic increase in joint programming and joint 

implementation so that it covers all partner countries in the developing world”, said DEVE Chair. 

“The EU needs to remain the champion and the leader when it comes to upholding and applying 
the principles of aid-effectiveness to secure a real impact and to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals”, continued Tobé. 



The DEVE rapporteur asked the Commission to publish, bi-annually, a development and 
effectiveness progress report covering planning, programming, implementation and results by 

EU institutions, EU Member States, as well as European local and regional authorities. 

EU toolbox and public support 

Mr Tobé  stressed the need for the EU to collectively set strategic priorities and identify 

investment needs and/or gaps in the pre-programming phase, and subsequently look at ways to 
optimise the range of modalities in the EU institutions’ toolbox, including grants, budget support 

and EIB loans, as well as financing from EU Member States.  

He pointed out the importance of and demonstrating concrete results and accountability to 
ensure public support for scaling up development aid “Let us be clear”, declared Tobe’, 

“development aid can never be 100% effective and efficient, but we need to  but we need to 
check that our aid provides pathways for communities and countries to become less and less 

dependent on aid. . 

 


